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A President-elect Biden plans to call for unity 


A field of flags is spread across the National Mall, with the Washington Monument in the background, on Tuesday, as seen from the West Front of 


the U.S. Capitol on the evening before the 59th presidential inauguration in Washington. SUSAN WALSH/AP 


@ usa TODAY 
Pandemic, unrest 
force changes to 
Inauguration Day 


President-elect Joe Biden will be in- 
augurated at10 a.m. Arizona time today. 

The coronavirus pandemic and fresh 
security concerns following a pro- 
Trump mob breaching the Capitol on 
Jan. 6 have combined to force changes 
to what is a historical American day. 

Tickets to the swearing-in ceremony 
are limited; parade viewing stands have 
been dismantled near the White House 
to discourage crowds; inaugural balls 
have been canceled; and health officials 
are urging people not to travel and at- 
tend. Instead of thousands of people 
gathering on the National Mall for the 
festivities, the traditional parade down 
Pennsylvania Avenue will be replaced 
by a virtual parade that will be televised. 

The theme for the event will be 
“America United.” In an announcement 
shared first with the Associated Press, 
the Presidential Inaugural Committee 
said that the theme “reflects the begin- 
ning of a new national journey that re- 
stores the soul of America, brings the 
country together, and creates a path to a 
brighter future.” 


Story, Page 8A 


Vice President-elect Kamala Harris and her husband, Doug 
Emhoff, join President-elect Joe Biden and his wife, Jill, at a 
COVID-19 memorial event at the Lincoln Memorial Reflecting 
Pool in Washington on Tuesday. EVAN VUCCI/AP 


More coverage 


‘To heal we must remember’: Biden marks nation’s COVID-19 
grief on eve of inauguration. 5A 


Security screening: 12 National Guard troops dropped from 
Capitol security duties. 8A 


Trump farewell: Trump wishes new administration luck in 
farewell video, but doesn’t mention Biden by name. 10A 


Online: Find the latest news from Inauguration Day at 
azcentral.com. 


With 2 in Senate, 5 
in House, Arizona 

Dems gain clout in 
a new Washington 


Yvonne Wingett Sanchez 
and Ronald J. Hansen 
Arizona Republic | USA TODAY NETWORK 


Arizona and its majority-Democratic 
congressional delegation is in a new po- 
sition of having power, seniority and po- 
litical value at a moment when the party 
assumes control of the federal govern- 
ment this week. 

The state’s two Democratic senators, 
its narrow vote for President-elect Joe 
Biden in November, and some well- 
placed allies in the House of Repre- 
sentatives give the delegation outsized 
importance at the beginning of a critical 
two-year window. 

“The president-elect won Arizona by 
a slim margin. He will be focused on Ari- 
zona because it will be a state that he 
will want to keep in his column,” said 
Ron Ober, a Phoenix-based Democratic 
consultant. “The fact that (Sen.) Mark 
Kelly is up for reelection in 2022 also 
brings more attention to the state, and 
the administration wanting to be help- 


See DEMOCRATS, Page 9A 


Recreational marijuana sales could start this week in Ariz. 


Ryan Randazzo Arizona Republic 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Marijuana sales to anyone 21 or older 
in Arizona could start within a day or 
two, with state health officials telling 
dispensaries they are poised to issue li- 
censes for recreational sales. 

The first stores able to sell recreation- 
al marijuana and marijuana products, 
such as vape pens and gummy edibles, 
are existing medical-marijuana dispen- 
saries. Some of those businesses said 
Tuesday they are awaiting approval 


from state regulators to show up online 
so they may open their doors to anyone 
with a state-issued ID. 

‘Tm sitting here at my computer hit- 
ting refresh, refresh,” said Raúl Molina, 
a partner and senior vice president of 
operations for The Mint dispensaries in 
Mesa and Guadalupe. 

A spokesman for the Department of 
Health Services said 40 medical dispen- 
saries had applied to sell recreational 
marijuana as of Tuesday afternoon. 

The quick turnaround for licenses 
was unexpected by some dispensary 


owners, who anticipated the state agen- 
cy would use the full amount of time 
given under the law to approve applica- 
tions, meaning recreational sales 
wouldn’t begin until March or April. 

About two-thirds of dispensaries in 
the state have yet to make an applica- 
tion, meaning their competitors will 
have a jump on them in attracting the 
recreational market. 

Molina said he is ready to begin sales 
as soon as he gets the OK, and that offi- 
cials with the Department of Health 
Services told him it could come at any 


time. 

“I am so ready,” Molina said, adding 
that he has submitted documents to the 
state for his employees to work in a rec- 
reational dispensary, stocked child- 
proof packaging, added cash registers 
and programmed them to add the ap- 
propriate tax to recreational sales, and 
bought an additional 800 pounds of 
marijuana in the past month to meet the 
anticipated demand. 

“We expect rushes like 4/20 (April 


See SALES, Page 11A 


More rainfall predicted: Storms brought rain to the 
Valley and snow to northern Arizona on Tuesday. 
More storms are expected later this week. 3A 
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High 72° | Low 57° 
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